[image: image1.wmf] 


THE HOPE: A GUIDE TO SACRED ACTIVISM

By Andrew Harvey

“If God created a new curriculum for the human race—one that might insure our continued
place on this planet—I think he would make The Hope: A Guide to Sacred Activism required reading.”
~Elizabeth Lesser, Co-Founder of Omega Institute & Author of Broken Open
“The Hope is destined to transform the live of hundreds of thousands, if not millions of people not
only because of its profound message but also because we need this work more than we realize.”
~Caroline Myss, Author of Sacred Contracts & Defy Gravity

“This is an exalted book delivered from the highest reaches of the human soul. It is both
a manifesto and spiritual handbook for anyone who wants to transform the world."
~James O' Dea, Former President of Amnesty International & The Institute of Noetic Sciences

CARLSBAD, CA  ( July 1, 2009 ) –- With myriad crisis facing our planet from our monetary systems collapsing, to environmental depletion, nuclear proliferation, rise in fundamentalism and the hurried, disconnected pace of life, the future can seem bleak. THE HOPE : A GUIDE TO SACRED ACTIVISM  (Hay House/Sept. 09’/ $16.95), a new book by acclaimed author Andrew Harvey, offers sage advice and practical tools for overcoming these seeming insurmountable global catastrophes and shares an urgent yet inspiring message for those seeking personal and planetary transformation. 
THE HOPE is a long-awaited, and compelling guide that helps people respond to current global challenges yet also serves as a much needed wake-up call to inspire action through Sacred Activism—what Harvey defines as the transforming force of  love and compassion-in-action to affect meaningful change in the world. 

“When the joy of compassionate service is combined with the pragmatic and practical drive to transform all existing economic, social and political institutions, a radical divine force is born that is the vision or movement I call Sacred Activism,” states Harvey.  He adds, “We need to not only fix 
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the existing system but radically transform it so we no longer, by our choices, threaten our lives or the lives of millions of species.” 

Harvey’s vision has already been embraced by leading luminaries and activists including Deepak Chopra, Marianne Williamson, David Tucker (Executive Director, Pachamama Alliance) and has drawn the attention of the United Nations where he will present his vision to The UN CONGO Committee on Spirituality, Values and Global Concerns representing the world’s leading NGOs this September.
  THE HOPE reveals how the large-scale practice of Sacred Activism can become an essential way for preserving and healing the planet and its inhabitants. Harvey believes the current crisis at hand leads us towards the positive practice of justice, equality and harmony with nature such as the new movements towards ecological sustainability, social justice and non-violence, the advent of new alternative forms of technology and energy, a mystical renaissance and return of the divine feminine.

  He also lays out seven laws for sacred activism, covering everything from the necessity of incorporating a spiritual practice into your life, to transforming anger into wise energy, to the importance of community or what he called “Networks of Grace” and more. Through these laws he shows that neither the noble, pragmatic work of the activist nor the passive spirituality of the individual is enough to change the world. These two must be fused to affect real change.

 This year Harvey has launched the Institute for Sacred Activism which offers a year-long global curriculum for implementing and disseminating  his philosophy and vision and is dedicated to honoring and continuing the tremendous work of extraordinary people such as Mahatma Gandhi, Martin Luther King, His Holiness the Dalai Lama, Nelson Mandela, Rosa Parks and Desmond Tutu. Each of these individuals rose up to meet the challenges of their time with great spiritual grace and integrated inner contemplation with decisive action. 

THE HOPE calls on us to become humble and divine agents of change and lays out a conscious road map for us to do so. 

###
ABOUT ANDREW HARVEY
Andrew Harvey is an internationally acclaimed poet, novelist, translator, mystical scholar, and spiritual teacher. Harvey has publihed over 20 books including Son of Man (Tarcher/Putnam) and The Return of the Mother (North Atlantic Books) . Harvey is a Fellow of All Souls College Oxford from (1972-1986) and has taught at Oxford University, Cornell University, The California Institute of Integral Studies, and the University of Creation Spirituality, as well as, various spiritual centers throughout the United States. He was the subject of the 1993 BBC film documentary The Making of a Modern Mystic.  He is the Founder/Director of the Institute of Sacred Activism in Oak Park, Illinois, where he lives. His website is www.andrewharvey.net.
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